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Ruling by Acting President 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Adele Farina): Members, I apologise for the confusion and hope that I am able 
to clarify matters. It is my understanding that the words of the amendment moved by Hon Stephen Dawson are to be 
inserted after the words of the amendment moved by Hon Colin de Grussa; in which case, Hon Stephen Dawson’s 
amendment having been moved is the question before the house. So that we are very clear, the question before the 
house is the amendment moved by Hon Stephen Dawson, which inserts the words — 

and calls on Leader of the Opposition Liza Harvey to release the cabinet documents related to the decision 
by the Barnett government to increase TAFE fees in 2013 

Amendment on the Amendment Resumed 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [3.01 pm]: I am very 
conscious of the time and that others will want to have a say. I support the amendment. It is consistent with the kind 
of release of information referred to in the other amendment that is before the house, which goes back to 2016, 
and is in the interests of open and transparent government. There is every reason why this house should vote to 
ask Hon Liza Harvey to release that information. 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [3.02 pm]: Sorry, but I completely 
disagree with everything the Leader of the House just said—that is not surprising. The integrity of the motion is 
kept with Hon Colin de Grussa’s amendment because we are talking about the reduction of student tariff fees off 
high-priority courses, and that is exactly what the amendment states. The issue with regard to Hon Liza Harvey’s 
information was cabinet-in-confidence. I would love to know the last time that the Labor Party acquiesced to release 
information that was cabinet-in-confidence when it was in opposition. It just did not happen. As soon as we start 
going down that path, we will see the demise of cabinet government. 

I will finish on this. Hon Colin de Grussa is not being unreasonable. The minister has this information. She has 
said that she is happy to provide it. If it is available on the due date, she will provide it; and, if not, she will seek 
an extension and we will provide that extension. It has nothing to do with Liza Harvey and information from the 
previous government; they are two completely different things. Hon Martin Pritchard talked about it being an 
insult to the Parliament, or words to that effect. It has nothing to do with that. All we are asking for is readily 
available information to be provided to the house. The Leader of the Opposition spent most of her contribution 
talking about openness and transparency. Going into the last election we heard that ad infinitum from the Premier. 
The Liberal Party will certainly not be supporting this amendment. 

Division 

Amendment on the amendment put and a division taken, the Acting President (Hon Adele Farina) casting her vote 
with the ayes, with the following result — 

Ayes (14) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Sue Ellery Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Alison Xamon 
Hon Tim Clifford Hon Diane Evers Hon Matthew Swinbourn Hon Pierre Yang (Teller) 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Adele Farina Hon Dr Sally Talbot  
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Kyle McGinn Hon Darren West 

  

Noes (15) 

Hon Jim Chown Hon Nick Goiran Hon Robin Scott Hon Dr Steve Thomas 
Hon Peter Collier Hon Colin Holt Hon Tjorn Sibma Hon Colin Tincknell 
Hon Colin de Grussa Hon Rick Mazza Hon Charles Smith Hon Ken Baston (Teller) 
Hon Donna Faragher Hon Michael Mischin Hon Aaron Stonehouse  

            
Pairs 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan Hon Jacqui Boydell 
Hon Samantha Rowe Hon Martin Aldridge 
Hon Laurie Graham Hon Simon O’Brien 

Amendment on the amendment thus negatived. 
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